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Introduction

The South African Institute of Agricultural Engineers (SAIAE), in
partnership with SA Tourism, hosted a successful and groundbreaking
SAIAE Mpumalanga Two-Day Packhouse Conference. The Conference
took place on the 26™ and 27" of June 2025, at the Paradise Creek
Lodge Events & Conferencing, in Malelane, Mpumalanga.

Attendance

The Conference was well attended, as it saw eighty-two (82) delegates
across the two days. There was attendance from various local and
national government representatives. There was good academic
presence as there were representatives from the North-West University
and the University of Venda, the event also saw the involvement of two
local High Schools (Three learners from each school), namely: Mahhushe
Agricultural High School and Suikerland Secondary School.




Presentations

The delegates were treated to an extraordinary line-up of presentations,
which focused mainly on the packhouse aspect of Agricultural
Engineering. The Conference saw presentations from eight (8) speakers,
from a diverse range of backgrounds or professions. The Conference
presentations were as follows:

Day One Presentations

e Marketing Infrastructure as an Enabler for Competitiveness: AAMP
Perspective - [Mr Koketso Shakwane].

e All SAGAP Standards - Packhouse/Cold Storage Specifications - [Mr
Selby Mahlalela]

e Chill on Waste, Sweeten the Flow: Optimising Strawberry Packhouse -
[Prof Rojanette Coetzee].

e Transforming Citrus Packhouses through end-of-line Automation - [Mr
Norman Nieder-Heitmann].
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Day Two Presentations

From Waste to Worth: Valorising Agro-Processing Wastewater for
Energy, Resources, and Reuse - [Ms Zikhona Buyeye].

AgriSystems: Field-Ready Innovation Through Partnership - [Prof Henri
Marias].

Modern Pig Farming - [Mr Xander van der Poll].

Packhouse for Livestock Feeds - [Mr Tumelo Boroto].

Ms. Buyeye Prof. Marias Mr. Poll Mr. Boroto

The Institute would like to profusely thank the presenters who availed
themselves and shared their phenomenal work with our delegates, we
truly appreciate your passion in sharing with us your impactful work.
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Keynote Speakers
and Motivational
Speaker

The Two-Day Conference saw two Keynote addresses and a motivational
talk, which truly captivated the audience and set the tone for proceedings.
Mr Kuda Zumbika, a Principal Civil Engineer at iConsult Engineers, provided
a wonderful motivational speech which reminded us all of the importance
of perseverance and adaptation.

Ms Faith Mdhluli, the Director of Sustainable Resource Management at the
Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land &
Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA), set the tone with a Keynote address
titled: Engineering for Impact: Integrating Innovation and Sustainability. A
fitting address which highlighted the value of innovative and sustainable
practices within the field of Agricultural Engineering, in order to maximise
the potential of the discipline.

Mr Jomo Mnisi from the Department of Economic Development,
Environment and Tourism (DEDET), gave an intriguing and relevant talk on
Towards an Inclusive Growth: The Provincial Perspective. The presentation
alluded to the importance of the Agricultural sector in driving or facilitating
economic growth and job creation in South Africa.

Thank you to our Keynote speakers and motivational speaker who were
pivotal in setting the tone for the Conference, we thank you for your
incredible contributions.




Involvement of
Local High Schools

The SAIAE Mpumalanga Two-Day Packhouse Conference recently
welcomed six learners from local high schools, Mahhushe Agricultural
High School and Suikerland Secondary School, who gained valuable
insights into the world of Agricultural Engineering.

This initiative underscores SAIAE's commitment to imparting knowledge
and sparking interest in the field among the youth. By engaging with
learners at a young age, SAIAE aims to ensure the sustainability of
Agricultural Engineering as a discipline, fostering a new generation of
professionals who can drive innovation and growth in the sector.

This proactive approach not only benefits the learners but also contributes
to the future of Agricultural Engineering in the region. Through such
initiatives, SAIAE is nurturing the next generation of agricultural engineers
and leaders.




Technical Tours

The Packhouse Conference programme included two scenic and
educational Technical Tours. On day one, delegates were treated to a tour
of the Tomahawk Multipurpose Packhouse in Jeppes Reef, a state-of-
the-art citrus packhouse. Delegates also visited a local Hydropower
Station. Mr Stuart Butcher and Mr Janus Wessels respectively hosted the
tours.
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The Giba Banana Packhouse near Hazyview hosted delegates on day two.
The extensive packhouse facility was a delight to delegates who were
expertly hosted by Mr Janus Wessels and Ms Karen van Rooyen.
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More Highlights!

We would like to the facilities that hosted us over the two days and
those who were involved in the organizing and coordinating of the 1
Technical Tours. A huge thanks to Mr Barend Marx and Mr Julias Thaba
who were instrumental in the organising of the tours.




SAIAE Member
Recognition Award

Mr Marius van Rooyen, a dedicated and long-serving member of the
SAIAE Mpumalanga Branch, has been honoured with an appreciation
award for his extraordinary service and contributions.

As a previous Branch Chairperson, Mr van Rooyen demonstrated
exceptional leadership and commitment to the Institute's mission.

His tireless efforts have significantly impacted the SAIAE Mpumalanga
Branch, and this award serves as a testament to his invaluable
contributions. The SAIAE community celebrates his dedication and
recognizes the importance of his work in advancing Agricultural
Engineering in the region.

Sir, the Institute salutes you!




Acknowledgements

The SAIAE Mpumalanga Branch Committee

The SAIAE Mpumalanga Branch Committee were exemplary in"hosting this
inaugural event as they represented the Institute in an exceptional manner.
We thank you greatly for your tireless work and dedication in ensuring the
success of the Two-Day Packhouse Conference. The Branch Committee
comprises of:

e Ms. Ipeleng Maroo-Maseko [SAIAE Mpumalanga Branch Chairperson]
e Mr. Sandile Buthelezi

e Mr. Julias Thaba

e Mr. McJoseph Ngwerume

e Ms. Vuyisa Gugushe

e Mr. Barend Marx - Co-opted Committee Member

The SAIAE Office

A huge thank you to Mr Senzo Masikane (Business Manager) and Ms
Londiwe Mbambo (Business Administrator) for their incredible and
invaluable contributions towards the successful planning and running of
the Conference. They were phenomenal in representing the SAIAE Office,
we thank you.

Conclusion

As SAIAE, we would like to thank everyone who was involved in the
planning and hosting of the successfully completed SAIAE Mpumalanga
Two-Day Packhouse Conference. Your dedication and commitment to
Agricultural Engineering is truly appreciated and we look forward to
having you at future SAIAE events!




Thank You

Thank you to everyone involved in the successful
hosting of the SAIAE Mpumalanga Two-Day
Packhouse Conferencel!
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